
 

 

Artist Fellowship Request for Proposals 

Epic Arts – Kansas City, KS 

 
Community Housing of Wyandotte County (CHWC, Inc.) in partnership with Groundwork NRG 

(Northeast Revitalization Group), is seeking artist’s proposals for a fellowship centering around 

community engagement while exploring narratives that arise within the context of the currently 

underway NE Heritage Trail design process. The Heritage Trail design process is capturing the 

history that has shaped the NE KCK neighborhoods and also the economic, environmental, and 

mobility goals current residents want to develop alongside the Heritage Trail.  This fellowship 

can use various mediums and community engagement to examine, capture, record and bring to 

life topics or stories that rise during the NE Heritage Trail’s design.  

 

About CHWC and the Epic Arts Program 

 

For more than 20 years, CHWC has been working to stabilize, revitalize, and reinvest in Kansas 

City, Kansas through improved housing and other quality-of-life initiatives. During that time, 

CHWC has created over 500 high-quality homes, empowered hundreds of families to become 

homeowners, and built and revitalized crucial neighborhood amenities. CHWC works alongside 

our neighbors to build thriving neighborhoods that offer housing and economic opportunities 

for all Wyandotte County families. 

 

Epic Arts, a program of CHWC, seeks to enliven and celebrate KCK creativity. We are firm 

believers in the power of creative place making, and believe art plays a pivotal role in building 

strong community pride and identity.  We are located on an art “campus” in the Strawberry Hill 

neighborhood that includes a clay studio, artist fellowship suite, curated Airbnb, gallery space 

(under construction), pop-up shop container, outdoor stage and green space. (pictured above) 

 

 



Location:  

Epic Arts 

609 N 6th Street 

Kansas City KS 66101 

 

About Groundwork NRG 

 

Groundwork NRG: The mission of the Groundwork USA network is to bring about the sustained 

regeneration, improvement, and management of the physical environment by developing 

community-based partnerships that empower people, businesses, and organizations to promote 

environmental, economic, and social well-being. Groundwork NRG is a black-led frontline organization 

that supports resident self-determination and equitable economic and community development efforts. 

The organization’s local mission is to sustain and revitalize our beloved Northeast KCK community 

through forward-looking and inclusive action rooted in the principles of equity, community cohesion, 

institutional transparency, and environmental justice. 

 

However, the work of Groundwork NRG alone will not rectify the structural racism and inequity that 

manifests in harmful policies and practices that have resulted in persistent health disparities amongst 

NE KCK populations. Therefore, it is critical that organizations engaged in activities in NE KCK adopt a 

framework that supports resident-led and community-created solutions to repair the harm that has 

resulted from these disparities. 

 

Groundwork NRG does increase equitable and positive health outcomes in NE KCK by centering the 

community in its work, listening, responding, and acting on resident-stated needs. Funding will enable 

the organization to continue widening avenues for resident-led decision-making to increase the human, 

social, and environmental capital in NE KCK. 

 

For Information on the Heritage Trail Project Visit:  

https://www.northeastkck.org/ne-kck-heritage-trail 

 

Artist in Fellowship Description 

 

The CHWC, Inc. Artist Fellowship will combine community engagement, research and art to 

unfold a retelling of NE KCK neighborhoods’ history that should include indigenous peoples, 

African Americans, and/or immigrant community. The design process for the NE KCK Heritage 

trail includes robust community engagement that is currently underway by Groundwork NRG 

and their consultant. The artist should plan to attend and observe the various online and in-

person community meetings, focus groups, interviews, site visits and events that are part of the 

heritage trail design process. The artist will further be invited into team meetings between 

Groundwork NRG and their design consultant. The artist may draw inspiration for their work 

from these gatherings, or may dive deeper into specific stories shared. The artist will use these 

experiences to create art in any medium and develop creative ways for community members to 

experience, engage, respond to, create, or learn from the work.  



 

Start & End Date 

This fellowship will start in January 1, 2022 and end in June 30, 2022. 

 

Stipend and Housing 

The stipend for this fellowship is up to $1300 a month, and also includes a materials budget. 

CHWC will provide the artist in fellowship a furnished studio apartment with utilities covered 

for the duration of the fellowship.  

 

Artist in Fellowship Expectations 

The selected artist in fellowship will: 

• Explore and research issues including but not limited to the history, erasure, resilience, 

recognition, contributions to the local fiber, land history and resources discussed within 

the context of the NE Heritage Trail. 

• Engage with the community using multiple disciplines that reflects on the history, 

hopes, and culture of the area through developing projects, art works/installations, 

workshops, performances etc. Most engagement should be coordinated with the NE 

Heritage Trail calendar of meetings and events.  

• Coordinate and execute a robust calendar of workshops, classes, activities, and special 

events at the Epic Arts campus or other NE KCK location.  

• Collaborate on relevant projects with CHWC’s community partners related to art, 

culture and history of the community such 3rd Friday Art Walks.  

• Provide monthly reports including descriptions of research, community engagement 

efforts, events, activities and fellowship progress. 

 

Apply Today! 

All candidates should prepare an updated CV/resume, portfolio and fellowship proposal 

including:  

• One page or less description on why you are interested in this fellowship, and what 

work you have done in the past that prepares you for this specific undertaking 

• Any specific themes you believe you will want to explore during the fellowship 

• Proposed ways of engaging the community such as workshops, events, art exhibit, 

performance etc. 

• Any other artists you would wish to collaborate with as “visiting” artists. Include links to 

sample artwork of these potential collaborators 

• Your time availability during the start to end dates and if you will require the 

housing/studio aspect of the fellowship. 

 

Please send the above materials to LaCherish Thompson at lthompson@chwckck.org with the 

subject line: CHWC Artist in Fellowship Candidate – Your Name 

mailto:lthompson@chwckck.org


 

Applications due November 15, 2021 by 10 pm CT.  

Notification of award on December 1, 2021 

 

Questions? 

Please contact CHWC, Inc. Community Building & Engagement Manager  

 

LaCherish Thompson 

lthompson@chwckck.org 

913-229-3194 

mailto:lthompson@chwckck.org

